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The Elves and the Shoemaker save Christmas

We are delighted to have had the opportunity to work with such a dynamic
team on Pocklington Arts Centre’s first ever home-grown production. None
of this would have been possible without the incredible generosity and
enthusiasm of our volunteers and, of course, you, our loyal audience.

If it’s your first time visiting us — a huge warm welcome. If you’ve returned to
continue to support the work we do — thank you.

Please sit back, relax and enjoy. Merry Christmas!

Elizabeth Godber | Writer

| am so excited to welcome
everyone to Pocklington Arts
Centre this Christmas for The
Elves and the Shoemaker save
Christmas. Born and raised in

East Yorkshire | grew up visiting
Pocklington Arts Centre, and so

it has been an absolute privilege to
write this show.

| hope you all have as much fun
watching it as | did writing it, whilst

you join Jingle, Sparkle and Dave as they
attempt to save Christmas!
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= Director — Jane Thornton

Jane Thornton trained at Bretton Hall College and has an Honorary degree from
Hull University. She is a director of the John Godber Company and the Godber
Theatre Foundation and a patron of National Drama and the National Youth
Arts Trust.

As an actor, Jane was in the Olivier Award-winning production of Up ‘n’ Under
and has appeared in the original casts of many of John Godber’s plays. She has
experience working in theatre, film, TV and radio drama.

As a director, Jane has worked regionally, internationally and in the West End.

Jane’s writing credits are numerous, for both stage, radio and TV and she is the
recipient of two BAFTAS.

Jane has also worked as a drama teacher, youth theatre leader and often works
in schools in Hull on projects with The Godber Theatre Foundation.

Writer — Elizabeth Godber

Elizabeth Godber is a Hull-born writer. She studied BA Creative Writing and
English at the University of Hull, and then MA Writing for Performance and

Publication at the University of Leeds. She is currently a PhD student at the
University of Hull.

Elizabeth’s adaptation of The Comedy of Errors was recently nominated for a UK
Theatre Award.

Elizabeth’s stage writing credits include: The Remarkable Tale of Dorothy
Mackaill (East Riding Theatre and Hull New Theatre); The Comedy of

Errors (More or Less) (The Stephen Joseph Theatre and Shakespeare North
Playhouse); Ruby and the Vinyl (John Godber Company/tour); M&S: Dressed
in Time (Leeds Playhouse); Three Emos (tour); Festive Spirits (Hull City Hall/
Burton Constable Hall) and others.

Elizabeth’s poetry and film/audio credits include: Forget Me Not (BBC Radio 6
Music); The Way You Look Tonight (BBC Upload Festival/iPlayer); Does This
Make Sense? (Random Acts for Channel 4); and Restless Verse (Online) amongst
others.
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Costume/Props Designer — Kate Noble

J ._ ' Kate is a self taught artist with a passion for using creativity to support mental
—— health after training as a counsellor. She has a background in teaching, and
Vil environmental education and her interest in nature has underpinned her

focus on the use of only natural and upcycled materials in her art work. Kate
| specialises in sculptures made from willow, wire, paper and anything else she can
find that has been discarded.

Kate runs art and crafts workshops for teachers and children in schools,
and therapists in training. Currently, Kate runs creative workshops at
Pocklington Arts Centre for Dementia Forward groups and families.

Set Designer — Rick Kay

Rick lives in Howden and is an active member of local arts and theatre groups.
As former chair of the Howden Shire Hall Trust, he also proudly coerced/led the
design and development of that venues theatre space over the last 30 years.

Although a former Equity card holder, he works in the world of community and
semi-professional productions. Recent credits include a 5mtr. high winding tower
for Spoken Words production of ‘Brassed Off’ and a true to life Bar set in a black
space for a subsequent production of Jim Cartright’s ‘Two’

Now allegedly retired he should know better, but the patio workshop in Howden
keeps on producing and recycling sets props and artefacts for local shows and
productions.
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Producer — Angela Stone

_"'! Angela Stone was appointed Director of Pocklington Arts Centre in November

' -;,' 2022. During the past year of working with an all-new team, she has introduced
b a number of community-based initiatives and ambitious projects to complement
the established reputation and varied programming of this 200 seat venue which

'S regularly punches above it’s weight with the calibre of artists and performers it

attracts.

As Producer of The Elves and the Shoemaker save Christmas, Angela has brought
together a team comprising of respected creatives, early career artists and
emerging actors from across the region to deliver this magical, musical Christmas
production for all the family.

Angela has over 20 years’ experience in arts management having previously
worked in other regional venues for example, Hull Truck Theatre, and has
supported a number of creative organisations and theatre companies on a
freelance basis.

Producer credits for Cast in Stone productions: Eve Ensler’s The Vagina
Monologues (2018), Folk by Tom Wells (2018), | want that Hair by Jane Thornton
(2019) and an original adaptation of The Snow Queen (2021)

Lighting Design — Benjamin Wall

= Benjamin Wall, Lighting and Sound Designer brings shows to life with his 15 plus
" years of expert technical knowledge.
) ’ ‘.
< ir"'- With a background in stage lighting for theatres, music and comedy venues
|

across the East Riding and Yorkshire, Benjamin continues to work closely with
Pocklington Arts Centre to produce vibrant shows.

s Theatre credits include: Paint the Town Fred, (East Riding Theatre); A Dickens
of Christmas (East Riding Theatre); The Vultures Song (Blah, Blah, Blah, 2020);
Desert Island Flicks, Blast from the Past and Spiltmilk: Say Dance, (Spiltmilk
Dance, national tours).

Music credits include: The UK Pink Floyd Experience, (Lighting design Animals
UK tour); Ed the Dog (BBC Radio One Live from Maida Vale, Glastonbury
Festival, Circa Waves); Charlie Barnes (of Bastille) (UK and European tour).
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The Elves
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This year our new elf-themed Christmas decorations are upcycled from discarded items, plastic bags
and packaging, card that we already had and the Christmas paper that we bought is made without any
plastic so can be recycled with paper or reused.

This would not have been possible without the help of a wonderful team of volunteers, participants in
our community workshops and members of Young People Count.

The props and costumes for the production are also mostly upcycled.

Over 95% are made from pre loved, discarded, items or are loaned to us

Pocklington Arts Centre would like to thank our funding partners

& COa,p Supported using public funding by :‘E_ .
£ %] ARTSCOUNCIL 3% Pocklington
FORERSHIEE COUMNCIIL <%GL,@Q ENGLAND *’_‘r own Louncl

P Smiled
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https://pocklingtonartscentre.co.uk/join-our-mailing-list/
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=sy_AHZ9X7kmpxSPgHjk81hV55YkyBKNFiholGr2RqxJURFBYNU9LTzVKQlZWMUE0M1M5SDhNWldTNy4u

